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ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE IN THE UNITED STATES
An estimated 4.5 mullion Americans have
Alzheimer's disease. The number of Americans
with Alzheimer's has more than doubled since
1980-1

The number of Americans with Alzheimet's disease
will continue to grow — by 2050 the number of
individuals with Alzheimer’s could range from 11.3
million to 15 million.!

Finding a treatment that could delay the onset of
Alzheimet's disease by five years could reduce the
number of individuals with the disease by neatly 50
percent after 50 years.?

A Gallup poll commissioned by the Alzheimer's
Association found that 1 to 10 Americans said they
had a family member with Alzheimer's and 1 In 3
knew someone with the disease.3

Increasing age is the greatest risk factor for
Alzheimer's. One in 10 individuals over 65 and
nearly half over 85 are affected.* Rare, inherited
forms the disease can strike individuals as early as
their 30s and 40s.

A person with Alzheimer's disease will live an
average of eight yeah and up to as many as 201
years from the onset of symptoms as estimated by
relatives. From the time of diagnosis, people with
Alzheimer's survive about half as long as those of
similar age without dementia Average survival time
is affected by age at diagnosis and seventy of other
medical.”

THE COST OF CARE TO FAMILIES

National direct and indirect costs of caring for indi-
viduals with Alzheimer's disease are at least $100
billion, according, to estimate-s used by the
Alzheimer's Association and the National Institute
on Aging.®

The average lifetime cost of care for an individual
with Alzheimet's disease is $174,000.8

© 2005 Alzheimer’s Association

More than 7 out of 10 people with Alzheimer's
disease live at home, where family and friends
provide almost 75 percent of their care.' The
remainder is "paid care" costing an average of
$19,000 per year. Almost all families pay this out of
pocket.?

THE COST OF CARE TO GOVERNMENT, LONG-
TERM CARE AND BUSINESS

Medicare costs for beneficiaties with Alzheimet's
are expected to increase 75 percent, from $91
billion in 2005 to $160 billion in 2010; Medicaid
expenditures on residential dementia care will
increase 14 percent, from $21 billion in 2005 to $24
billion in 2010, according to a report
commissioned by the Alzheimer’s Association.!”

Half of all nursing home residents have
Alzheimer's disease or a related disorder.!' The
average cost for nursing home care is $42,000 per
year,'? but can exceed $70,000 per year in some
areas of the country.!?

Alzheimer's disease costs American businesses $61
billion a year, according to a report commissioned
by the Alzheimet's Association. Of that figure,
$24.6 billion covers Alzheimer health care and
$36.5 billion covers costs related to caregivers of
individuals with  Alzheimer's, including lost
productivity, absenteeism and worker
replacement.!4

AMERICA'S GROWING COMMITMENT TO
RESEARCH

In 1980, the budget for the National Institute on
Aging was $20 million. In fiscal year 2005, the
federal government estimates spending
approximately

$647 million for Alzheimer's disease research.!>

In 7982, the Alzheimer's Association awarded its
first round of research grants, totaling just under
$80,000. Today, the Association is the largest
private, nonprofit funder of Alzheimer's disease
research, having awarded more than $165 million
in research grants since 1982, according to our
audited annual financial statements.
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For questions or further information on statics,
please contact the Alzheimer's Association Green-
Field Library by calling 7.800.272.3900 ot
1.312.335.9602 or by e-mailing
Greenfield@alz.org.

REFERENCES

! Herbert, LE; Scherr, PA; Bienias JL; Bennett DAj;
Evans, DA.. "Alzheimer Disease in the U.S.
Population: - Prevalence Estimates Using the
2000 Census." Archives of Neurology, August 2003,
60 (8): 1119- 1122.

2Brookmeyer, R; Gray, S; Kawas, C. "Projecnoris of
Alzheimer's Disease in the United States and the
Public Health Impact of Delaying Disease Onset."
American Journal of Public Health, 1998; 88(9): 1337
- 1342.

31992 Gallup survey of 1,015 individuals. For
more information, please contact our Green-
Field Library.

4Evans, DA; Funkenstein, HH; Albert, MS; et al.
"Prevalence of Alzheimet's Disease in a
Community Population of Older Persons:
Ifigher than Previously Reported." JAMA, 1989;
262(18): 2552 — 2556

e-mail info@alz.org

>Bird, TD; Surni, SM. Nemens, EJ; Nochlin, D;
Schellenberg, G; et al. "Phenotypic
Heterogeneity in Farniilial Alzheimet's Disease:
A Study of 24 Kindreds." Annals of Neurology,
1989, 25(1): 12 — 25.

61 osing a Million Minds: Confronting the

Tragedy of Alzheimer's Disease and Other
Dementias.

U.S. Congress Office of Technology
Assessment: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1987; p 14.

"Larson, EB, Shadlen, M-F, et al. "Survival
after Initial Diagnosis of Alzheimer Disease."
Annals of Internal Medicine, 6 April 2004,
140(7): 501 — 509.

$Ernst, RL; Hay, JW. "The U.S. Economic and
Social Costs of Alzheimer's Disease Revisited."
American Journal of Public Health, 1994; 84(8): 1261
- 1264. For the $100 billion in, costs, this study
cites figures based on 1991 data, which were

© 2005 Alzheimer’s Association

updated in the journal's press release to 1994
figures. Cited in 2001 - 2002 A/zbeimer’s Disease
Progress Report. National Institutes of Health
publication number 03-5333, July 2003: p. 2.

9Fox, PJ; Kohatsu, N; et al. "Estimating Costs of
Caring for People with Alzheimer's Disease in
California; 2000 - 2040. “Journal of Public Health
Policy” 2001; 22(1): 88-97.

108 aving Lives, Saving Money: Dividends for Americans
Investing in Alzheimer Research. A report from the
Lewin Group, commissioned by the Alzheimet's
Association. Washington, D.C.: 2004.

" National Nursing Home Survey. National
Center for Health Statistics, 1985; p. 49.

12Rice, DP; et al. "The Economic Burden of
Alzheimet's Disease." Health Affairs, Summer 1993;
12(2): 164 - 176.

13" Unpublished data reported by Alzheimer's
Association chapters in some regions.

14K oppel, R. Alzheimer's Disease: Tte Costs to
U.S. Businesses in 2002. Washington, D.C.:
Alzheimer's Association; 2002.

15" Unpublished analysis of federal budget
documents by Alzheimet's Association senior
public policy staff.

For more information about Alzheimet's disease
research, treatment and care, please contact the
Alzheimet's Association.

Contact Center 1.800.272.3900
TDD Access 1.312.335.8882
Web site Contact Center
1.800.272.3900 TDD Access
1.312.335.8882

Web site www.aiz.org

e-mail info@alz.org

Colorado Chapter

455 Sherman Street #500 Denver, CO 80203
303 813 1669 phone

303 813 1670 facsimile

800 272 3900 HELPLINE
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